CHAPTER IV DISEASES AND PARASITES OF THE SKIN
CATTLE suffer from as many different skin diseases as any other animal on the farm. They have such non-contagious diseases as warts, urticaria (rash), eczema, pruritis (itching), and wounds. These are not as important to the farmer as those diseases which are classed as parasitic. The ones seen most are lice, ringworm, scab or mange, grubs or warbles, and flies. These affections seldom cause death unless they are ignored entirely. They do much damage in reducing the general health of the herd and are a source of irritation both to man and animals.
One of the greatest hindrances in the treatment of skin troubles is the inability of the farmer to recognize the particular disease. It is much too common practice for all skin diseases to be treated from the same box of salve. The best treatment for one disease is not necessarily the best for another. There is no good cure-all for diseases of the skin. Ringworm must be differentiated from scab and treated accordingly. It would be a waste of effort to treat an animal affected with scab with an ointment designed for a simple uncomplicated eczema. Scab frequently passes for eczema and its contagiousness is overlooked. Cows affected with scab should be kept away from other animals. In some states, herds afflicted with this disease are placed under quarantine.
This chapter will deal with the common skin diseases of cattle. Before any treatment is begun, it will be best to read the entire chapter to determine just what disease is at hand. Even then, the symptoms may be confusing. It may he advisable to take scrapings from the skin and send
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